
Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  November 27 - December 3, 2008  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

November 26, 2008Vol. XIX, No. 48 Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Paper

Attention Postmaster: Time-sensitive material. Requested in home 11/27/08

25 Cents

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

See Belvoir,  Page 22

See Fashion,  Page 3

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

C
ommunity and political leaders
from throughout Northern Vir-
ginia got not only a statistical
briefing but also a glimpse of

21st Century Fort Belvoir during the annual
Base Community Relations Breakfast Nov.
20 at the Post’s Community Center.

“This morning’s program will be a little
different than what you have been used to
at this breakfast in the past. There will be
more focus on the soldiers of this base,” said
Fort Belvoir Installation Commander Col.
Jerry L. Blixt in opening the 90-minute brief-
ing and question/answer session that fo-
cused on changes at the base as a result of
the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure
Report known as BRAC.

That introduction was followed by a short
video identifying soldiers who served un-
der fire in the Iraq and Afghanistan war
zones. It was the first showing of the video,
which highlighted the valor of individual
soldiers, such as Spec. Monica Brown, only

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

W
ith Redskinettes and Wizards cheerlead-
ers serving as models, West Potomac
Academy fashion design and TV produc-

tion students got to work behind the scenes at Fash-
ion Forward, a fashion show that benefited the Hoop
Dreams Scholarship Fund and featured designer
Eddie Van’s iKY’s clothing line.

ARRIVING AT 4 p.m. last Friday and working in
the back of the Shadow Room, a lounge at 2131 K
Street, NW, until 10 p.m., the six junior and senior
girls helped dress and style the clothes for the mod

D
isney’s Beauty and the Beast” was presented by the Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theatre last weekend. The production was
directed and choreographed by Gae Schmidt. Willa Brown returned

as music director; Cassie Sauer, stage manager; Laura Marshall, assistant pro-
ducer; Susy Coffey, sound design and Bill Johnson, stage design. Dozens of
families and friends volunteered for set construction, the stage crew, lighting,
graphic design, props, seamstresses, publicity, make-up, and photography.

For more information on the Children’s Theatre, call 703-360-0686 or visit
www.mvcct.org.

Bringing Beauty — and
Beast — to Stage

“

Belle (Jenna Kraynak) appears in town to pick up another
book to read.

More photos on Page 6

The spoon (Sanou Diallo), the knife (Will-
iam Havranek) and the fork (Lillian Gillard)
introduce themselves to their new guest.
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Creating the Army’s
21st century premier
military installation.

Linking
Belvoir with
Community

Mai Tran shows the outfit that she put
together.
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West Potomac Academy students work with models at Eddie Van’s iKY fashion show.
Students Learn Fashion from Behind the Scenes

West Potomac student Lucy Neer works backstage with
the models.
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WE CHARGE BY THE JOB...NOT BY THE HOUR

FREE Estimates • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Sweeping Repainting • Historic Restoration

Wood Stove Installation • Brick Repair • Liners

Gutter & Dryer Vent Cleaning

Chimney Building & Repairing

No Mess • All Work Guaranteed • Military & Senior Citizen Discounts

571-224-4990
Serving The Metro Area For Over 25 Years

CHIMNEY SERVICE

Chimney & Masonry Works

10% OFF
WITH

 THIS AD

10% OFF
WITH

 THIS AD

From Page 1

News

els.
Outside, a bouncer checked guests’ IDs

in a roped-off area. Inside, people mingled
under cool shadows and hot music.

“The benefits of having these ladies help
is for them to see the hustle and bustle of
what the fashion business is really like,” said
Ron Cooke of Rogue Productions. “It’s fun
and it’s fashion, but in order to do it, you
have to be quick and quick-witted.”

And once things got started, the pace be-
came quick and exciting. Miss D.C. 2008
Kate-Marie Grinold came backstage to of-
fer advice.

West Potomac’s TV production teacher
Nancy Mantelli worked with students Chyna

Learning Fashion, Behind the Scenes
Johnson-Owens and Anjelica Newkirk, both
juniors, who filmed and interviewed people
to make a promo of the event for Eddie Van.
In post production, the students will con-
tinue to work with the Hoop Dreams orga-
nization and iKY Clothing to produce promo
pieces.

“Just being part of this event is very
powerfu l... [Eddie Van] came in and talked
to our fashion design students,” said Career
Experience Specialist Maria Kappel, who
helps set up real life career activities for the
students at West Potomac.

She says the benefits are enormous be-
cause “They’re getting real-life learning,
working with business people and entrepre-
neurs and fashion models.”

From left: Chyna Johnson-Owens, teacher Nancy
Mantelli, and Anjelica Newkirk video-taped the
behind-the-scenes at The Shadow Room.

West Potomac student LaTasja Rousey helps the
models for the show.

“Depending on the show, they get to
model or put their pieces in the show,” said
Maggy Francois, who teaches 60 students
fashion design at West Potomac. So far this
year, she has partnered her students with
eight fashion shows in the metropolitan
area. Students get internship hours for
dressing and styling the models, assisting
with hairstyling and makeup, learning net-
working, and assisting with the production.

Her goal, she says is for the students to
learn the nitty-gritty of the whole industry
— the whole aspect of putting on a produc-
tion.

“There’s always a mission behind the
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In “‘A Child’s Place:’ Now Their Place” [Ga-
zette, Nov. 19, 2008], several details were
inaccurate. The center has an enrollment of
80 children in its preschool program which
serves ages 2-5 years old. It has 66 children
in its after-school program which serves ages
5-12 years old. Full-time teachers are em-
ployed in its preschool program. A Child’s
Place is a privately-run center, leasing space
in the county-operated Hollin Hall Senior
Center.

Correction

L
ee District Supervisor Jeffrey McKay,
acting in conjunction with Spring
field District Supervisor Patrick

Herrity and Mason District Supervisor
Penelope “Penny” Gross, has requested that
the General Registrar and Election Board
review absentee-in-person voting procedure
to alleviate the near gridlock that occurred
leading up to the November general elec-
tion.

As McKay noted during last week’s Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors’ meeting, 16
percent of active registered voters took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to vote either
by mail-in absentee ballot or in-person at
the county’s in-person absentee voting lo-
cations. One such location was the

See Trying,  Page 6

McKay Seeks
Changes to
Voting Gridlock

See Learning,  Page 6

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
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Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

Alex/ Pinewood Lake $292,500
 4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town house
with 2.5 baths.  Located on a quiet cul-de-
sac with wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – newer carpeting and
light fixtures.  Meticulously maintained &
great location, by the lake.  Commuting
minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport (27)
Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex./Mt. Vee Manor $323,900
8330 Hunter Murphy Circle

Great price for this lovely 2BR, 2.5 Bath
brick front townhome in lovely Mt. Vernon
community.  Entire floor devoted to
enormous owner’s suite with soaking tub,
separate shower, walk-in closet.  Open floor
plan, gas fireplace in family room, sun-
filled spacious kitchen.

Alex/Stratford $649,000

8400 Brewster Drive
An Absolute Cream Puff!! This lovely 4BR,
3BA Split has been updated & renovated
from top to bottom-total turn key!  Kit,
baths, flooring, windows, landscaping,
driveway, appliances, roof, painting-its all
been done.  Schools are Stratford

Landing, Sandburg & West Potomac!  15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 10 minutes
to Old Town, 20-25 minutes to NTL Airport & Pentagon, all along scenic
GW Parkway.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $599,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2 car
garage on .4 acre lot in lovely Mt. Vernon
area with lots of trees.  2 fireplaces,
energy efficient replacement windows,
beautiful refinished hdwd floors on main
level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced

rear lot with huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior.  Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire.  Great
commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/ Belle View $209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with washer/dryer in
the building. Immaculate condition.
Great Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shop-

ping center. Also walk to recreation cen-
ter (indoor pool and ice rink). Superb
community amenities including outdoor

pool, tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW Pkwy and
bike path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town and 20 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir. Perfect location & price!

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in popular
Riverside Estates.  Riverside’s largest
split w/ 2 car garage.  Spacious FR
w/FPL & beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors on main
lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl.  Kit

remodeled in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5), Hunting
Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and D.C. (32).

Alex/Wessynton $593,500
8806 Anne Tucker Lane

Lovely 4 bedrooms, 3 bath
contemporary on a quiet cul-de-sac in
premier water-oriented Wessynton.
Pristine-freshly painted inter & newly
refinished hdwd flrs.  2 FPLs in living
room & family room.  Tons of storage.
Beautiful patio overlooks designer

garden & woods. Totally serene.  This is Walden Woods! Community
tennis courts, pool & boat ramp. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 1 minute to Mt.
Vernon Estate & GW Parkway.
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Mohammad
Ahmad

‘Death That No Human Deserves’
Myles Simon, 21 months old, was just 33 inches tall when he suffered one

blow to his head that resulted in complex fractures of his skull and instan-
taneous death. Myles also suffered one blow to the abdomen that resulted
in laceration of his liver and bruising of his kidneys, colon, bladder and dia-
phragm.

“We hate that our son died a horrible death that no human deserves,”
Myles’ mother testified at Mohammad Aukif Ahmad’s sentencing hearing in
August 2007, before Ahmad was granted a new trial. “Life without him is
unbearable at times.”

“He was full of life, he had the most infectious giggle. When you heard
it, you couldn’t help but giggling yourself,” she said.

Jillian Ahmad operated an unlicensed day-care center out of the
townhouse where she lived with her husband on the 6400 block of Silver
Ridge Circle in Kingstowne.

On Sept. 12, 2006, Jillian Ahmad left at 9 a.m. to buy milk, juice and
snacks at Wal-Mart, leaving four children under four-years-old in the care
of her husband.

But Jillian Ahmad first visited a friend before going to Wal-Mart, a friend
her husband didn’t allow her to call on the phone. Her husband called her
on her cell phone almost 20 times while she was at the friend’s house, she
testified in the first trial.

In one of the calls, Mohammad Ahmad told his wife that Myles was get-
ting tired and sleepy. In another call, he yelled, “Hurry up and get the hell
home.”

When she returned, Myles’ eyes were rolled back and his lips were blue.
“I started screaming, ‘What happened? What happened?’ He said, “I don’t
know, he just passed out,” she testified.

She told her husband to call 911.
“He said, ‘No, just fix it,’” according to her testimony.
Mohammad Ahmad was arrested three days later at the Westway Motor

Inn in New York, two miles from LaGuardia International Airport on Sept.
15, 2006.

Murder Re-Trial on Hold

By Ken Moore

The Gazette

M
ohammad Aukif
Ahmad, who is
charged with and
once convicted

for the murder of a 21-month-old
tod-dler, wants to bar the Fairfax
County Commonwealth Attorney’s
Office from prosecuting his retrial.

Ahmad’s second round of de-
fense attorneys, Peter D.

Greenspun and
J o n a t h a n
Shapiro, argued
that the Com-
m o n w e a l t h
Attorney’s Of-
fice should re-
cuse itself be-
cause three
prosecutors in
the office once
worked for
Ahmad’s origi-

nal defense attorney, Robert
Whitestone, when he represented
Ahmad at trial.

“At the time of their employment
with the Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s Office, it was incumbent
upon then Commonwealth Attor-
ney Robert F. Horan Jr. to imple-
ment a plan and procedures …
that the new prosecutors be pre-
cluded with absolute certainty,
from any contact with the Ahmad
prosecution,” according to
Greenspun and Shapiro.

Judge Leslie M. Alden granted
Ahmad’s motion last week, and a
status hearing was scheduled for
Monday, Nov. 17, setting the stage
for the appointment of a special
prosecutor from outside Fairfax
County.

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Raymond F. Morrogh said earlier
this week that he wanted to chal-
lenge the ruling.

Alden will hear arguments Fri-
day, Nov. 21, why a special pros-
ecutor from a neighboring jurisdic-
tion should not be appointed.

A JURY CONVICTED Ahmad in
May 2007 of second-degree mur-
der of Myles Simon, 21-months
old. See sidebar.

The jury took 15 minutes to im-
pose the maximum sentence, 40
years in prison.

One juror put her hand to her
heart and looked directly at the
toddler’s mother as the jury’s ver-
dict was read.

Special
prosecutor could
be appointed.

Alden imposed the full sentence
in August 2007.

But 12 months later, Alden
granted Ahmad’s motion for a new
trial. Prosecutors failed to notify
Ahmad’s defense that Jillian
Ahmad, the key prosecution wit-
ness, was in possession of approxi-
mately a half ounce of marijuana
and $1,200 in cash when she was
apprehended by police as a mate-
rial witness just before Ahmad’s
three-day trial in May 2007.

“The court concludes that in the
absence of disclosure of the evi-
dence, the Defendant did not re-
ceive a fair trial ending in a ver-
dict worthy of confidence,” the
judge wrote. “Had the Defendant
been aware of the undisclosed in-
formation, he may reasonably
have taken different and poten-
tially significant actions which
could have strengthened his de-
fense.”

Last week, Shapiro and
Greenspun also sought to bar the
testimony of Jillian Ahmad in the
second trial, although the judge
denied that motion. “Ms. Ahmad
has already shown complete dis-
regard for the truth-seeking pro-
cess of the judicial system,” wrote
Greenspun and Shapiro.

MOHAMMAD AHMAD’S sister,
Adeela Ahmad Khan, has been
charged with bribery in connection
with the case. She was indicted by
a Fairfax grand jury in October,
one of the first steps for a felony
case to proceed in Fairfax County
Circuit Court.

Adeela Ahmad Khan is accused
of attempting to pay Jillian Ahmad
to disappear at the time of her
brother’s trial. A special prosecu-
tor has been appointed from
Prince William County in the brib-
ery case against Ahmad’s sister.
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News

T
eachers at Mount Vernon
High School were given a
financial boost from the

MVHS Academic Boosters Corpo-
ration. This past week ABC made
awards totally $6,700 through its
Teacher Grant Program.

“It is crucial to meet the needs
of our teachers. We received some
very creative applications and we
are happy to help some of the
projects that otherwise might have
gone unfunded,” said Ron
Fitzsimmons, president, MVHS
Academic Boosters Corporation.

Fitzsimmons believes the need
for such grants will increase be-

cause Fairfax County Public
Schools are facing extensive bud-
get cuts. ABC receives support
from a variety of businesses and
community organization.

“Students’ academic success
benefits the entire community.
And these grants provide an im-
mediate impact in the classroom,”
Fitzsimmons said.

Full or partial grants were
awarded to aid in the purchase of
a variety of equipment items, sup-
port of specialized programs, and
to promote field trips that en-
hance students’ educational expe-
rience.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

D
espite several setbacks
this year, such as the
collapse of the Kings
Crossing Project and

the Sept. 12 fire that destroyed the
new Marriott Springhill Suites that
was under construction, revitaliza-
tion along Richmond Highway is
alive and well, according to the
Southeast Fairfax Development
Corporation.

The revitalized Richmond High-
way corridor, is the direct “result
of remarkable cooperation be-
tween government, local busi-
nesses and investors,” according to
Lara Fritts, executive director,
SFDC. Some of the latest develop-
ments include the following:

❖ Fairview Motel Site: Plans are
underway to develop this site with
a new 120 room hotel/motel with
some meeting space. The plan re-
ceived a favorable reception from
the Spring Bank Community As-
sociation when it was presented
during a recent meeting. No final
details have been released at this
time.

❖ Walgreen’s (Beacon Hill):
Construction is nearing comple-
tion on this new addition to The
Highway at the intersection of Rt.1
and Beacon Hill Road where the
former Wachovia Bank Branch and
O’s Restaurant were once located.
When open it will be the second
new Walgreen’s along the Rt.1 cor-
ridor. The first new store is now
open and operating at the corner
of Boswell Avenue and Rt.1.

❖ K&M Shopping Center: Con-
struction is nearing completion on
this 7,000 sq. ft. shopping complex
on Fordson Road. The owners have
signed a contract for new Greek
restaurant and are negotiating for
a bagel shop to occupy the remain-

ing space.
❖ Hampton Inn & Suites: Con-

struction is well under way on this
new hotel/motel addition in the
8800 block of Richmond Highway
across from SFDC headquarters in
the IMP Building. Having broken
ground in March they are sched-
uled to open in May 2009. A new
60-room hotel is also being pro-
posed for the site next door.

❖ IMP Building: Owners of this
property at 8850 Richmond High-
way have filed a site plan to build
two hotel buildings on the park-
ing area. No dates or specific plans
have been released.

❖ Huntington Reserve: KB
Homes, Inc. has started construc-
tion on this residential project
which will include 94 new
townhouses located on 14 acres
along Huntington Avenue.

❖ Ourisman Dodge: The deal-
ership lost over an acre of land to
the Woodrow Wilson Bridge
Project. It is now planning to build
a four-story parking garage behind
its main building.

❖  Huntington Metro Project:
This approved project by Stout and
Teague will contain 650 residen-
tial units, 23,000 sq. ft. of office
space, 30,000 sq. ft. of retail and
10 acres of land designated for
public parks.

In addition to all of this is the
continued development of Fort
Belvoir as a result of the Base Re-
alignment and Closure Report
(BRAC) that includes the new
DeWitt Army Community Hospi-
tal and a host of other projects on
base as well as infrastructure and
roadway improvements both on
and off the base.

Tourism in the area is expected
to increase with the addition of the
National Museum of the U.S. Army
that is planned to be constructed
adjacent to Fort Belvoir.

Rt. 1 Revitalization
Defies Economy

MVHS Boosters Give
Grants to Teachers

Bringing Beauty —
And Beast — to Stage

Gaston (Anthony Carrell) and LeFou (Melissa Becker) in town for the day with the
townspeople.

Music director Willa
Brown works the cast
through a few warm-up
scales before the perfor-
mance.

Lumiere (Alan Mackritis) and the wardrobe (Chrissy
Corl) watch silently as the Beast (Derek Farino) orders
Belle (Jenna Kraynak) to come to dinner.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

shows we do,” she said.

SENIOR MAI TRAN, 17, of Al-
exandria worked backstage mixing
together a “punk urban” ensemble
with a blue leather jacket, True
Religion jeans, a plaid red scarf
and jewelry. She says what’s fun
about it is “the hands-on experi-
ence in the real world.” She wants
to study fashion merchandising so
that she can become a buyer for
Macy’s.

Junior Latasja Rousey, 16, of Al-
exandria already considers herself
a fashion designer. Her motto is:
“Don’t let the name brand of the
clothes make you, but make your

Fashion, Behind the Scenes
From Page 3

Franconia Governmental
Center on Franconia Road
where McKay’s office is located.

“Long lines weren’t the only
problem at this location. Park-
ing was an issue, not only for
voters, but also for anyone
needing to reach the police or
my staff. I stopped counting the
number of near misses as vot-
ers jockeyed for parking
spaces,” McKay said.

“It is imperative that voting
locations be able to handle ex-
pected turnouts — and that was
certainly not the case at the
Franconia Governmental Cen-
ter,” McKay said.

name the brand.” She says she
wants to branch out into interior
design. For her model’s outfit, she
mixed dark skinny jeans, a graphic
iKY “Redemption” v-neck T-shirt
and a purple and black scarf —
“perfect for chilling” around, she
said.

Senior Hope Thomas, 16, of Al-
exandria wants to go into visual
merchandising, where she designs
interiors of store layouts. For her
model, she put together an urban
street look with black leather
jacket, black skinny jeans, silver-
studded belt and black and white
scarf. “The point was to spice up
the outfit and flavor to it,” she said,
adding her own textures, patterns
and color.

From Page 3

Voting Gridlock
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‘A Celebration
Of Giving
And Sharing’

Community

V
olunteer Fairfax is seeking
volunteers for its annual
children’s program, “A Cel-

ebration of Giving and Sharing.”
Students in select Fairfax County
schools will receive backpacks full
of books and toys and talk to com-
munity volunteers about the im-
portance of giving sharing and giv-
ing back. After benefiting from
volunteerism, the partner schools
engage their students in volunteer
projects.

The schools are selected based on
need, with nearly half of their stu-
dents qualifying for the free and
reduced lunch program. Two of the
three schools selected this time is
Weyanoke Elementary, located at
6520 Braddock Road, Alexandria,
and Woodlawn Elementary, located
at 8505 Highland Lane, Alexandria.
The delivery day is Thursday, Dec.
11, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. and the
celebration day is Friday, Dec. 12,
from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.

For more information and to
sign up, call Samantha Watson at
703-246-3862 or e-mail
VolunteerFairfaxCGS@gmail.com.
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Opinion

Shop Locally Local shops help define community,
and this year, they need local support.

Editorials

T
he economic situation is daunting,
and it’s probably true that most
families, even families who feel fi
nancially secure, will be more fru-

gal in this holiday season than in the past.
But we’re pretty sure that almost all of us

will be doing some significant holiday shop-
ping in the next month. While you’re at it, be
sure to spend a portion of your shopping dol-
lars close to home.

One way to be sure holiday shopping comes
with some holiday spirit is to do a portion of

the shopping in some of the
area’s locally owned stores.
There is special holiday ambi-
ance available by shopping in

the heart of a town that is decked out for the
season.

Small retail shops are part of what defines
any community. Their livelihood depends on
the livability and quality of the neighborhoods
around them. A small business owner pays at-
tention to every detail in his or her business in
a way that no chain can.

Frequently, it is the small retail person who
is active in fund raising for local charities, for
fire and rescue service, for local schools and
in organizing holiday events.

Local retail stores, mom-and-pop stores, face
some of the toughest challenges imaginable
right now. The costs of being in business have
grown tremendously while revenues are not.

Competition from Big Box stores, expanded
shopping malls and the Internet make the holi-
day shopping season all the more important
to locally-owned retailers.

Everyone will do some of their shopping at

www.MountVernonGazette.com
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Give Locally
Local charities seeing unprecedented demand
from struggling families for food and other help.

Putting food on the table for the family. It’s
such a basic activity and most of us are lucky
enough to make choices of what we’ll buy at
the grocery store, whether this is a carry-out
night or an eat-out night one or more days a
week.

Meanwhile local charities and food banks are
finding it hard to gather enough food to keep
up with the demand from people who are sud-
denly unable to afford enough food to put on
the table for their families.

Housing costs, the foreclosure crisis, spiking
energy and food costs over the past year and
other economic woes have put a tremendous
strain on working poor families in Northern
Virginia.

Included in The Gazette over the past few
weeks and in coming weeks are stories and list-
ings of local organizations that help local fami-
lies in need and especially nonprofit groups
that provide help to families during the holi-
day season. These organizations report that
while demand is up dramatically, contributions
are down. They need your help to respond to
increasingly needy families.

Here is a partial listing of local organizations

that help the needy, every one is facing intense
and increasing demand for services. Read more
at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

To Help
❖ United Community Ministries, Mount

Vernon, 703-768-7106
❖ FACETS, 703-352-5090
❖ Ecumenical Community Helping Others

(ECHO), 7205 Old Keene Mill Road in Spring-
field, 703-569-9160

❖ Good Shepherd in the Route 1 area, 703-
768-9404

❖ The Koinonia Foundation, 6037 Franconia
Road, Franconia, 703-971-1991.

❖ Christ House, Catholic Charities, urgently
needs 19 turkeys and other items for its Christ-
mas dinner for the hungry. 131 S. West Street,
Alexandria, 703-548-4227 (monetary assis-
tance); 703-549-8644 (shelter). www.ccda.net/
programs_christhouse.php

❖ Bethany House of Northern Virginia needs
donations and volunteers for its Christmas Shop.
Registry of needed items at Target or Wal-Mart
under Bethany (first name) House (last name)
or contact Jennifer Wassermann, 703-658-9500,
jwassermann@bhnv.org.

the mall. In this area, almost everyone will do
some shopping via the Internet.

But local shoppers should be sure to save
some shopping time and dollars for local stores.

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ at Mount Vernon High
By Jeremy Rommel

Westfield High School

Have you ever visited your old
aunts and stumbled across a rot-
ting corpse stored inside of their
window seat? If not, you can imag-
ine Mortimer’s surprise when he
does just that in Joseph
Kesselring’s 1939 dark comedy,
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Mount
Vernon High School’s production

stayed true to the insanity, homi-
cide, and hilariously disturbing
characters provided by Kesselring’s
script.

The plot takes place in the home
of Abby (Qudsiyya Hewlett) and
Martha (Taylor Wise) Brewster.
Among the kooky frequenters of
the Brewster home is Teddy
Brewster (Andrew McKellips),
who thinks he is president Teddy
Roosevelt; Mortimer (Malcolm

Montgomery), who can’t quite un-
derstand how he, a straight-laced
drama critic, fits into
his nutty family; and
Elaine (Katelyn
Arthur), who is set on
edge by her boyfriend Mortimer’s
reluctance to marry her. The play
kicks off when Mortimer discov-
ers that his seemingly harmless
aunts have poisoned 12 men with
elderberry wine laced with ar-
senic. Just as Mortimer is trying
to deal with his homicidal aunts,
his homicidal brother Jonathan
Brewster (Kevin McNelis) returns
home with an alcoholic plastic sur-
geon named Dr. Einstein (Eddie
Maldonado), a hatred for his es-
tranged family, and a corpse of his
own. The hilarity and confusion
that ensues is intensified by unex-
pected visits from cops and several
near discoveries of bodies. It con-
cludes in the only way possible —
Martha and Abby Brewster com-
mitting themselves to the Happy
Dale Sanitarium.

The cast of Mount Vernon’s pro-
duction did a good job keeping up

the pace of a show in which good
timing is essential. Several actors
used effective physical expression
to make the most of their comedic
moments.

Among the highlights were the
intermittent entrances and exits of
Andrew McKellips as the identity-
confused Teddy Brewster. From
charging up the stairs with sword
in hand, to tip-toeing across stage
with a body precariously draped
over his back, McKellips created a
character that was fun to watch
from start to finish. Another high-
light was Eddie Maldonado as Dr.
Einstein. The way he played off his
enraged partner in crime, his
goofy mannerisms, and his hilari-
ous, yet ethnically-ambiguous ac-
cent never ceased to entertain the
audience.

By the end of Mount Vernon’s
production of “Arsenic and Old
Lace,” after it is made abundantly
clear that the Brewster family truly
is insane, the audience is glad to
discover along with Mortimer, that
he is actually not a member of this
disturbed and disturbing family.
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Snapshot A Persimmon Tree: River Farm,
Nov. 24, 4:30 p.m.

Cappies

Review
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

S
tyle has always been at the heart
of the mission of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, with its early origins
rooted in an early 19th-century dis-

pute between members of Christ Church
about proper clerical garb. One faction of
the church preferred the traditional black
silk cassock. But when the Rev. William
Gibson, a controversial pastor who arrived
at Christ Church in 1807, began wearing a
white surplice, several congregates consid-
ered the new duds popish. In the pulpit,
Gibson adopted a high-church style that
many longtime members at Christ Church
found objectionable.

“A prominent member, Edmund J. Lee,
allegedly walked out of the church in pro-
test because of it,” wrote church historian
Ruth Lincoln Kaye in her 1984 history of
St. Paul’s Church. “When, in addition, word
reached Mr. Gibson through the grapevine
that his sermons were considered too abra-
sive and were delivered with too much
frankness, his reportedly excitable nature
caused him to mount the high pulpit and
resign without prior advice to the vestry,
an act which flouted church procedure and
further aggravated the situation.”

In 1809, Gibson led a renegade group out
of Christ Church and into a small building
on Fairfax Street, eventually forming a new
organization that came to be known as St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church. Shortly after in-
corporation, members of the newly created
vestry hired famed architect Benjamin
Henry Latrobe to design a permanent home
on South Pitt Street. Latrobe, known by
some as “the father of American architec-
ture,” designed the White House porticoes,
Statuary Hall and the old Supreme Court
chamber in the basement of the United
States Capitol.

“His churches were meeting houses, not
unlike in plan those built by the Congrega-
tionalists in Massachusetts in the 17th cen-
tury,” wrote architectural historian Thomas
Waterman in 1939.

WITH THE CHURCH on the brink of cel-
ebrating its 200th anniversary, modern-day
congregates are planning a series of events
to celebrate the milestone. The kickoff to
the year of celebration will be the first week-
end in December, when the historic struc-
ture will be featured in the Campagna
Center’s Designer Tour of Homes. Organiz-
ers say this is the first time that a building
other than a home has been featured on the
tour, opening up the building to people who
have never ventured inside the Episcopal
church completed in 1818 at a cost ofArts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

$29,000.
“Latrobe’s design encourages you to look

heavenward,” said the Rev. Oran Warder,
rector of St. Paul’s. “It’s a simple, elegant
setting that lets you know you are in a sa-
cred space.”

The building that visitors will see during
the Campagna Center’s Designer Tour of
Homes will be the result of compromise and
development. Although Latrobe did not
want galleries, the vestry forced the addi-
tion of three overhead seating areas. And

Photos contributed

St. Paul’s is the featured stop on this year’s Tour of Homes. From left,
801 Duke Street gets the decorations ready inside the house, 19
Franklin Street and 209 South St. Asaph Street. These houses will be
decorated for the tour.

See Tour,  Page 19

his design for the chancel was radically al-
tered in 1906, when the east wall was
pushed back about 40 feet. Earlier this year,
the north wall of the building was encap-
sulated in a controversial atrium that was
opposed by many in the historic preserva-
tion community. All of these features and
more will be pointed out by members of the
Altar Guild during the tour.

“A lot of people who may be interested in

Holiday Tours

Church To Star in Tour
For the first time ever, Campagna Center’s
Designer Tour of Homes will feature a
building that’s not a home.

ampagna Center’s
s will feature a
e.

“A lot of people who may
be interested in seeing the
inside of the building may
have never come here for
worship. So this tour is
our way of inviting the
community inside to get
everyone involved in our
anniversary.”

—  Katherine Murphy, stewardship
director of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

“A lot of people who may
be interested in seeing the
inside of the building may
have never come here for
worship. So this tour is
our way of inviting the
community inside to get
everyone involved in our
anniversary.”

—  Katherine Murphy, stewardship
director of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
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All Beverages Extra - Taxes & Gratuity Not Included - Completed Bar

(703) 548-1616

BREAKFAST & THANKSGIVING DINNER

734 North Saint Asaph Street

FOR

AMPLE FREE
PARKING

BREAKFAST BUFFET

THANKSGIVING BUFFET DINNER

7:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Omelette Station • Eggs • Bacon • Virginia Ham

Sausage Links • Belgian Waffles • Hot Cakes • Home
Fires • Grits • Sausage Gravy Over Biscuits • Rolls •

Muffins • Fresh Fruits
Adults: $11.25 - Children 12 & Under: $4.25

12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m.
Carved Hot!! Roast Turkey with Sage Dressing &

Giblet Gravy • Roast Beef au jus • Baked Virginia Ham
with Raisin Sauce • Baked Yams • Oven Browned

Potatoes • Mashed Potatoes • Green Beans • Fresh
Broccoli with Hollandaise Sauce • Rolls & Butter •
Apple Pie • Pumpkin Pie • Hot Mince Pie & More!!!

Adults: $17.95 - Children 12 & Under: $7.95

Join The

Open 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Alexandria, Virginia  22314

COCKTAIL
AND WINE
AVAILABLE

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

I
n addition to being Commanding General of
the Revolutionary Army and the first President
of the United States, George Washington was
an accomplished host at his Mount Vernon

Plantation. For his multitude of guests he required
an array of fine china.

Beginning in the spring of 1757 he ordered “white
stone” tableware from England, also
known as English white stoneware.
His first order arrived in December
of that year. It consisted of six dozen
dinner plates and an array of
complimenting pieces.

In the American colonies during
the mid 1700’s, the relatively inex-
pensive yet fashionable white-fired
English stoneware was the most
widely used table setting. It could
be molded into a variety of special-
ized forms, which suited the needs
of the bachelor Washington quite
well.

One of his favorite patterns was known appropri-
ately, in line with his entrepreneurial talents, as
“Prosperity.” The pattern was a glossy hard porce-
lain. It was both elegant and practical.

A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO, the reproduction of
that stoneware was introduced at The Shops at
Mount Vernon by Wendy Kvalheim, the president of
Mottahedeh China, and Carol Borchert Cadou,
Mount Vernon’s director of collections. They also
signed copies of the respective books “From Draw-
ing Board to Dinner Table” and “The George Wash-
ington Collection: Fine and Decorative Art at Mount
Vernon” as well as pieces of Mottahedeh china pur-
chased at The Shops.

Kvalheim acquired the 85-year-old fine china com-
pany located in Cranberry, N.J., near Princeton, in
1992 from its founders Mildred and Rafi
Mottahedeh. “We specialize in antique reproductions
of porcelain, brass, silver and crystal and hold a va-
riety of museum licenses,” Kvalheim said.

Right now only four pieces of the Prosperity pat-
tern are available — a service plate, an oval platter,

and two serving bowls — according to Kvalheim.
However, there is a wide array of Mottahedeh china
in The Shops in different patterns featuring every-
thing from vases and figurines to full table settings.

“I design our various products and my daughter
Dana serves as the product coordinator. A given re-
production might consist of one plate or a variety of
adaptations,” she said.

Her book “From Drawing Board to Dinner Table”
explains in detail some of the various reproductions

produced by her company
and the process of success-
fully achieving an authentic
reproduction. The Mount
Vernon Prosperity pattern is
a glossy hard porcelain repro-
duction of the Staffordshire
English Salt glaze ware.

It is stain proof, dishwasher
safe and microwaveable. The
unusual contrasting matte
finished rim, although un-
glazed, is non-porous. The
pattern was discovered dur-

ing an archeological dig at the Estate, according to
Cardou, who gave a detailed account on the subject
during a lecture preceding the signing event.

“A well-set table was the mark of a gentleman in
colonial America,” Cardou told her audience. “This
also applied to tea service. Serving Chinese tea was a
note of status.”

ARDOU’S BOOK, “The George Washington Collec-
tion,” was an outgrowth of her work on the new
museum. “It is a chronology of Washington’s life. It
goes from his bachelor years at Mount Vernon to his
marriage to Martha, to the Revolutionary War, and
his two retirements as told through various objects
on the Estate,” Cardou said.

“One of the constant themes throughout the book
is porcelain. It defined for those new Americans their
standing and their wealth,” she said.

Visitors to The Shops at Mount Vernon are able to
purchase an array of Mottahedeh china from entire
place settings to individual decorative pieces. Copies
of both books are also available in the book section
of The Shops.

“A well-set table was
the mark of a
gentleman in
colonial America.”

— Carol Borchert Cadou,
director, Mount Vernon

Collections

Designer Signs Book, China
Book on Washington’s life as seen through his objects.

Art & Literature

See Calendar  Page 11

Calendar

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Mount Vernon Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

OTHER ITEMS
 Gadsby’s Tavern Museum is now

accepting applications for its new
Junior Docent Program. After
training, Junior Docents will be able
to give tours and assist with public
programs including candlelight tours,
18th-century teas, open houses and
other special events. Students in
grades 2 through 5 are invited to join
Gadsby’s staff for a training series
Sunday afternoons early next year.
Classes will be held from 1 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. on Jan. 18, Jan. 25, and
Feb. 1. These free classes will cover

basic history and presentation skills
to prepare Junior Docents to help
with museum special events. To
receive an application, call 703-838-
4242. Applications are due by
Wednesday, Dec. 17.

This holiday season, River Farm will be a
collection site for Toys for Tots, an
organization that gives toys to needy
children in the United States. To
make a donation, drop off
unwrapped, new toys in the
collection box in the estate house by
Dec. 16. 703-768-5700 ext. 114.

 ONGOING
Mount Vernon Community bands

need members. All concert band
musicians wanted. Most needed are:
oboes, bassoons, French horns,
saxophones, flutes, trombones, and
clarinets. Also needed and welcome
are: percussionists, and players of

tubas, euphoniums, trumpets. Visit
www.mvbands.com, e-mail
MVSwingBand@Cox.net or call 703-
339-6534 for more information.

On Mondays, through Dec. 1 from 9:30
to 10:30 a.m., the Green Spring
Gardens located at 4603 Green
Spring Road, will be having Yoga
for Gardeners for adults. The
program will offer a series of classes
featuring the Vinyasa method to
increase your flexibility, strength,
and endurance for gardening. $ 66/
six-class sessions. For more
information and to register call 703-
642-5173.

On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the
Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
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Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY
For any last minute shopping needs,
UNWINED will be open to serve you

10am-2pm

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sunday 12-5 p.m.

Mark your calendars
for our next tasting event!!

  Sunday December 14th, 3-7pm
 SPARKLING WINES OF THE WORLD

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

La Petite Hairstylists
Beautiful Color & Perm

Japanese Thermal
Straightening

Pedicure & Manicure
Waxing

1703 Belle View Blvd, Alex.
703-765-4744

Ample free parking

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 17

From Page 10

and travelers near the Waterfront and
lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Children enter a world of fantasy and
fables when costumed interpreters
weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,
“Once Upon a Time at Mount
Vernon”, held every Saturday and
Sunday at 2 p.m. through
December at the Hands-On History
room in the Donald W. Reynolds
Education Center, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway. The
storytelling program is recommended
for children ages three to eight.
Parental supervision is required.
“Once Upon at Time at Mount
Vernon” is included in regular Estate
admission: adults, $13.00; youth
ages 6-11, $6.00; and children under
5 are admitted free.

Historic Mount Vernon has
commemorative whiskey sets
available for sale. The set includes a
shot glass and a 50 mL bottle of
whiskey consisting of 11 different
whiskey brands blended and aged at
Mount Vernon in 2005. The gift sets
are $25 and are available for
purchase in person with a valid ID at
the Shops at Mount Vernon or George
Washington’s Distillery. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp
Fire Club members (in uniform or
wearing an official pin) to free
admission during its Scouting Days
program beginning Nov. 1 through
Feb. 15, 2009. For more information,
visit www.MountVernon.org.

Women can learn how to sing with
lessons in a group from 7-8 p.m. on
Nov. 19, Nov. 24, Dec. 3 and
Dec. 10. Free. Held at The
Hermitage, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.,
Alexandria. 703-764-3896 to RSVP.

Martha Washington hosts an 18th-
century Christmas with candlelit
walks, fireside caroling, and early
American décor during Mount Vernon
by Candlelight. The Friday, Saturday
and Sunday evenings (Nov. 28, 29, &
30; Dec. 5, 6 & 7; and 12, 13 & 14)
from 5–8 p.m. Tickets may be
purchased in advance at the Ford
Orientation Center or through
www.MountVernon.org. Admission is
$18 for adults and $12 for children
under 12.

Mount Vernon welcomes former White
House pastry chef Roland Mesnier
as he creates a gingerbread replica of
George Washington’s home from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 12 through Nov.
25. The five-foot-wide and two-foot-
tall gingerbread Mansion replica will
be on display as part of the new
Christmas at Mount Vernon daytime
event, which begins on Nov. 28. Visit
www.MountVernon.org for more
information.

Gallery West presents “Small Works
and Holiday Show and Silent
Auction” through Jan. 4 at 1213
King St. Features a variety of art
work by members in every size.
Silent auction ends Dec. 8. Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call 703-
549-6006.

Gather the Family at Woodlawn
runs Dec. 14,21 and 28 at
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Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remod-
eled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gor-
geous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the eve-
ning on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

See Calendar,  Page 19

From Page 11

Calendar

Woodlawn. Experience an 1820s Christmas with
America’s First Family before trees, Santa and
stockings. Tours available from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
$15/person; $5/grades K-12. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703-780-4000.

The Alexandria Jaycees will sell Christmas trees
this season, with proceeds in part benefiting the
chapter’s holiday shopping tour for kids. The
annual tree sales support the Holiday Shopping
Tour for underprivileged kids and the chapter’s
general programming funds for community and
leadership development. The Holiday
Shopping Tour gives area kids a fun shopping
day with funds provided and pizza party to
follow, which allows them to purchase gifts for
their families. This year’s shopping event is set
for Dec. 13. The Alexandria Jaycees tree lot is
located in the parking lot at the Safeway on the
corner of S. Royal and Gibbon Streets in Old
Town Alexandria. Tree sales run Nov. 29
until Dec. 20 or when trees sell out). Lot hours
are: Monday-Friday 6 p.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays 9
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For more
details or for membership information, call the
Jaycees’ 24-hour recorded event line 703-866-
7171 or visit www.alexjaycees.org.

Tree Sale. The Alexandria Police department
Christmas tree sale begins on Friday, Dec. 5 at
the Alexandria Union Station parking lot (110
Callahan Drive). The official lot hours are:
Monday-Thursday, 3-9 p.m.; Friday, 3-10 p.m.;
Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m. This
year’s tree selection includes Scotch Pines,
Douglas Firs, Fraser Firs, and Concolor Firs.
They will range in size from 4 1/2 feet to 10 feet
tall.  Proceeds benefit the Alexandria Police
Youth Camp.

The Little Theater of Alexandria will perform
“Scrooge! The Musical” from  Nov. 22-Dec. 14 at
600 Wolfe St., Old Town. Performances are
Wednesdays-Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $18-$21 and

can be purchased at www.thelittletheatre.com.

The Alliance Dance Institute presents
“Nutcracker” from Nov. 29 through Dec.
28 in the Landmark Mall, 5801 Duke St.
Performances are Saturdays and Sundays at 1
p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. $20/person. After the
show, stay for photo opportunities. Visit
www.adidance.com or 703-354-6000.

This Christmas, arrange for a personalized letter
from Santa Claus, postmarked from the
North Pole. The Alexandria Jaycees are offering
customized letters sent directly to children from
Santa for only $5 each. The letter will also
include a coupon to a child-friendly restaurant.
Letter requests must be received by Dec. 8.
Orders received after Dec. 8 will be postmarked
from Virginia. For more information or to place
an order, visit www.alexjaycees.org.

The American Horticultural Society hosts holiday
happenings at its headquarters at River Farm.
From Dec. 1 to Jan. 16, River Farm’s
grounds and estate house will feature lights,
poinsettias, and other festive holiday
decorations. All are welcome to visit and enjoy
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but
note that the grounds will be closed from Dec.
25 through Jan. 4.

 WEDNESDAY/NOV. 26
 Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount

Vernon Ave. An evening with B.B. King. Visit
www.birchmere.com for information and tickets.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Ellen Coolidge Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road. For ages 3
to 6 with an adult.

Storytime. 11 a.m. at Kate Waller Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. Ages 2 and up with
adult. Free.

THURSDAY/NOV. 27
 Turkey Trot. 10 a.m. at the Cora Kelly
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KARATE MASTERS
1514 Belle View Blvd
703-765-5309
www.Taekwondomasters.com

WE TRANSPORT

Silverman Galleries
Antiques & Antique Jewelry

110 NORTH SAINT ASAPH, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 (HEART OF OLD TOWN)

Since 1958  -  50 years ago
Maurice Silverman has been buying & selling

INTRIGUING OBJECTS FROM MANY CENTURIES
& BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUE JEWELRY

Celebrating 50 years, 1958 - 2008

703.836.5363     www.SilvermanGalleries.com

HOLIDAY HOURS START DEC 4
Noon - Five

Daily except Monday & Tuesday
Open every day December 17-24

Holiday Tour

Designer Tour of Homes
The 38th Annual Scottish Christmas Walk Week-

end will culminate on Dec. 6 with a Designer Tour
of Homes from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The tour will
feature historic St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and
four private residences. Advance-purchase tickets
cost $30, with day-or-purchase tickets available
for $35. For more information, call 703-548-0111.

From Page 9

seeing the inside of the building may have never
come here for worship,” said Katherine Murphy,
stewardship director for the church. “So this tour is
our way of inviting the community inside to get ev-
eryone involved in our anniversary.”

THE TOUR WILL also feature four homes in Old
Town, stretching from the late 18th century to the
late 20th century. Each home will feature its own
distinctive interior design and floral arrangements
from local businesses. Private homes that will be fea-
tured on the tour include the following:

❖ 209 South St. Asaph Street: Owned by Julie
Middleton and Barry West, this mid- to late-19th-
century townhouse has Flemish bond brick with an
exterior dentil cornice and decorative brackets with
scrolls and patterns. During the Civil War, it was
confiscated by Union troops and used by Gen. John
Slough, who was responsible for the defense of
Washington and Northern Virginia. The double par-
lor on the first floor has 10-foot ceilings, cornice
moulding and ceiling medallions complemented by
two Corinthian columns.

❖ 404 South Royal Street: Owned by Kevin
and Maura Dunn, this building is known as the
“Seaton House” and is on the National Register of
Historic Places. Once owned by free blacks, this two-
story brick rowhouse was probably built between
1861 and 1866 in an African-American neighbor-
hood then known as “Hayti.” It was purchased by
George Seaton in 1866, Alexandria’s first African-

American City Council member. He was a grocery
store owner and master carpenter who built a num-
ber of homes and buildings in Old Town during the
1850s and 1860s.

❖ 19 Franklin Street: Owned by Nancy Appleby
and Andrew Palmieri, this property serves as a back-
drop to the entrance into Ford’s Landing along
Alexandria’s southern waterfront. Built in 1997, the
exterior is in the tradition of classic Old Town archi-
tecture while the interior reflects the American South-
west. From the stain of the hardwood floors to the
color transitions on the walls, many of the pieces in
the home are from New Mexico.

❖ 801 Duke Street: Owned by Sherry Schiller,
this house reflects a classic Federal style. The distinc-
tive “flounder” style section near the back was built
in the 1790s, and many of the floors are believed to
be original to the house. A walled garden surround-
ing the home has been developed into a series of
outdoor rooms accessible from seven different door-
ways.

Tour of Homes Includes Church

See Calendar,  Page 20

From Page 17

Calendar

Elementary School at the intersection of
West Reed and Commonwealth
Avenues. With two cans of food:
$15/individuals ages 13-21 and $20/
ages 22 and over. Food benefits
Alive. Visit www.visitdelray.com/
turkeytrot for tickets and t-shirt
orders.

 FRIDAY/NOV. 28
 Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere,

3701 Mount Vernon Ave. The Seldom
Scene and Dry Branch Fire. Visit
www.birchmere.com for information
and tickets.

Wee Ones Story Time. 10:30 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children up to age 2 can enjoy songs
and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Reception. See the Springfield Art
Guild’s art show through Dec. 15 at
the Goodwin House, 4800 Fillmore
Ave. Free. All paintings for sale. 703-
644-6677.

Tree Lighting. 7 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. Features
performances, guests and more. Free.
Visit www.visitalexandriava.com or
703-883-4686.

 SATURDAY/NOV. 29
 Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere,

3701 Mount Vernon Ave. The Seldom
Scene and Dry Branch Fire. Visit
www.birchmere.com for information
and tickets.

Dinosaur Story Time. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St. Hear
stories about dinosaurs. Free. Age 2
and up. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Seeking art-
work, photog-
raphy, poetry,
opinions, short
stories and
reflections
from local
students.

 E-mail to:
PhotoAX@con
nectionnews
papers.com, or
mail or deliver
contributions
by Dec. 5, to
7913 Westpark
Dr., McLean,
VA 22102.
Please be sure
to include the
student’s
name, age,
grade, school
and town of
residence
along with
each submis-
sion. For infor-
mation, call
703-917-6444.

Be a Part
of

CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’)

GAZETTE
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Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri
Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.

Scottish Heritage Preview. 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Enjoy music,
performances, re-enactors and more.
Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or 703-
838-4994.

Holiday Concert. 1 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. Hear Alexandria
Kleztet and then Michael Mulvaney
at 2 p.m. Free. 703-838-4686.

SUNDAY/NOV. 30
 Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere,

3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Aaron
Neville and his Quintet, featuring
Charles Neville. Visit
www.birchmere.com for information
and tickets.

Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Beginners and advanced players age
12 and up. Free. 703-765-3645.

Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri
Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.

Holiday Music. 2 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. Hear Doris
Justis and Lisa Taylor perform. 703-

883-4686.
Holiday Concert. 6:30 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Performance by the Dennis J and
friends. $15/person; $25/couple.
202-438-5704.

 MONDAY/DEC. 1
 Donations Wanted. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Drop off new toy and gift certificate
donations (no bikes) for the
Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program Children’s Holiday Party at
421 King Street, Suite 400,
Alexandria. Donations accepted
Monday – Friday through Dec. 15.
703-838-4911 for information.

Holiday Trip. 11 a.m. – 11 p.m. Green
Spring Gardens sponsors a trip to
Longwood Gardens in Kennett
Square, PA. See Holiday lights and
floral displays and a holiday concert.
Trip leaves from Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
$85. Registration required – 703-642-
5173.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 3
 Noonday Noel. 12:05 p.m. at The Old

Presbyterian Meeting House, 323 S.
Fairfax St. Hear A “Colonial
Christmas.” Free. Visit
www.opmh.org or 703-549-6670.
Followed by lunch for $5.

D is for December. 10:30 a.m. at

Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Preschool age
children can enjoy stories and fun.
Free. Registration required, 703-765-
3645.

Lunch Bunnies. Noon at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
Ages 1-5 can bring lunch and enjoy
stories. Free. Registration required,
703-339-4610.

Girls Night Out. 7 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Teens can enjoy a book
discussion. Call for title. Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
 Book Discussion. Noon at

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Adults can
discuss “Ethan Frome” by Edith
Wharton. Free. 703-339-4610.

Scottish Christmas Walk
Marketplace. Noon-5 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Shop for a variety of holiday
items, visit a café and buy heather
and greens. Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or
703-549-0111.

Heather and Greens Sales. 7-9 p.m.
at Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Try a touch of heather and
greens to enhance holiday
decorations with a Scottish flair.
Purchase fresh heather bundles or a

variety of wreaths, garlands,
flatwoods and more. Free. For more
information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Holiday Pottery Show and Sale.
Noon-6 p.m. at The Art League in the
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Free. Purchase a variety of items by
residents ranging from $5-$100. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
5358.

Celtic Concert. 8-9:30 p.m. at the
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Listen to fiddlers, pipers,
Scottish dancers and more. $30/
person. For more information on the
Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend,
visit www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Children’s Tea Party. 3:30-5:30 p.m.
at the Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. This special event
features Santa Claus. $40/adult and
child and $10/each additional ticket.
For more information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Holiday Open House. Torpedo
Factory is holding an open house
from 6-9 p.m. at 105 N. Union St.
Features music, drinks and hors
d’oeuvres. Meet artists and browse
gifts. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or 703-838-

4565.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
 ArtFest: Fiber & Form

Celebration. 6-9 p.m. at the Art
League’s Madison Annex. Join for the
relaunch of Springwater Studios at
the Art League. Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
1780.

Holiday Concert. 8 p.m. a the
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Hear
music by the NOVA Community
Chorus and the Alexandria Band.
Donations requested, 703-845-6252.

Pet Photos. Pets can take photos with
Santa at Olde Towne School for
Dogs, 529 Oronoco St. Proceeds
benefit Vola Lawson Animal Shelter.
$45/sitting. Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org or 703-
838-4774 ext. 216.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can enjoy
stories. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.

Scottish Christmas Walk
Marketplace. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Shop for a variety of holiday
items, visit a café and buy heather
and greens. Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or
703-549-0111.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria’s holiday season offi-
cially kicks off with the tradi-
tional 38th Annual Scottish Walk
Weekend Dec. 4-6. The highlight

of that event is the Scottish Walk Parade on
Dec. 6 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Under the aegis of The Campagna Cen-
ter, 418 S. Washington St., the weekend
actually commences on Thursday, Dec. 4,
with the opening of the Christmas Market-
place at the Center at 10 a.m. The heather
and green sale runs until Saturday at 5 p.m.

The Saint Andrew’s Society of Washing-
ton, D.C., partners with the Center and the
City to sponsor the annual parade which
features over 100 Scottish clans dressed in
their individual colorful tartans. There are
also a variety of pipe and drum bands and
a variety of dogs in the parade each year.

The real festivities commence Friday
evening, Dec. 5 at the George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
with the “Taste of Scotland,” where festive
Scottish attire is encouraged. This year it is
presented by The Westin Hotel.

This event features various Scottish dis-
tillers presenting their products and a pri-
vate shopping experience at an expanded
Christmas Marketplace. The latter is com-
posed of vendors offering an array of prod-
ucts from holiday ornaments and decora-
tive items to handmade clothing items and
art. Greens and heather are also available
for purchase from the Center.

An exclusive Patrons Tasting Hour is held
7-8 p.m. with the public event commenc-
ing at 8 p.m. and concluding at 10 p.m. Tick-

Scottish Walk Weekend: Alexandria Tradition
ets for this event range from $100 for a
single regular admission; $150 for a single
Patrons ticket; and $250 for a couples Pa-
tron ticket. Raffle tickets are also available
at $25 each or five for $100.

Tickets can be purchased by calling the
Center at 703-549-0111 Ext. 107; by visit-
ing the Center’s Web site at
www.campagnacenter.com; or in person at
the Center. All advanced sale tickets will be
held at the door except those purchased in
person at the Center. Advanced ticket pur-
chase is advised due to limited space.

In addition to the parade on Saturday,
there is the “Holiday Designer Tour of
Homes” from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. This year
there are five historic properties profession-
ally decorated for the holidays by acclaimed
interior designers and local florists.

Properties open this year are 209 S. St.
Asaph St., 404 S. Royal St., 19 Franklin St.,
801 Duke St., and St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church at 228 S. Pitt St. The latter will be
open only until 2 p.m. Tickets can be pur-
chased at any of the properties the day of
the tour.

From 3-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, is the
Annual Holiday Boat Parade of Lights on
the Potomac River. It commences with en-
tertainment and restaurant tastings on the
City Docks behind the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 195 N. Union St. Santa and Mrs.
Claus are scheduled to arrive by fireboat at
3:30 p.m.

More than 50 brightly lit and decorated
sail and powerboats will cruise along the
river beginning at 5:30 p.m. For more in-
formation on the event contact the Alexan-
dria Convention and Visitors Association at
703-838-4200 or visit

www.visitalexandriava.com.

BUT, ALL THE FESTIVITIES are not lim-
ited to Scottish Walk Weekend. They actu-
ally get under way this Friday, Nov. 28, at
Market Square, 301 King St., with the light-
ing of Alexandria’s Christmas Tree at 7 p.m.
The event will be held rain or shine.

Alexandria Mayor William D. Euille will
present a holiday message followed by a
visit from Santa, a performance by Santa’s
Frosty’s Follies by the Metropolitan Fine Arts
Center, and caroling with a community sing
along.

On Saturday, Nov. 29, The Lyceum Mu-
seum, 201 S. Washington St., will feature a
living history event entitled “Scottish Heri-
tage Preview.” Meet Scottish Tartan Day
leaders and learn about Scottish breed dogs
while enjoying bagpipes, highland dancing,
historical re-enactors and more. It is free
and runs from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Also this Saturday, and again on Sunday,
Nov. 29 and 30, Market Square will be filled
with sounds of music of the season. Begin-
ning at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Alexandria
Kleztet will present traditional and innova-
tive Jewish music. She will be followed at
2 p.m. by Michael Mulvaney offering holi-
day and blues selections. Sunday, Nov. 30,
Doris Justis will present folk and acoustic
holiday music at 2 p.m. At 3 p.m. Lisa Tay-
lor with offer more acoustic holiday selec-
tions.

Alexandria is noted for its love of dogs
and that is only accentuated during the
holiday season. To honor that devotion, the
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria will
host “Pet Photos With Santa” at the Old
Town School For Dogs, 529 Oronoco St.,

from Friday, Dec. 5 through Sunday, Dec.
7.

Both pets and people are welcome to pose
with Santa. All proceeds will benefit the
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria and
the Vola Lawson Animal Shelter. To sched-
ule an appointment call 703-836-7643.

Scottish Walk Weekend is also the trigger
for individual home decorating. For the next
month a trip through almost any section of
Alexandria is a trip throughout the world
holiday decor. That is particularly true in
Old Town.

File Photo

The Scottish Weekend is full of
music, animals, guests and more.

Holiday Weekend
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468 Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

The County Line

Record Sales at Gun Show
Fear of gun control
under Obama drives
firearms purchases.

See Record Sales,  Page 24

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

E
ver since Barack Obama won the
presidential election, Dusty
Medor’s phone has been ringing
off the hook.

Medor, a soft-spoken bearded gunsmith,
runs D & J Gun Repair out of his home in
Sterling.

Prior to the election, he saw sales drop-
ping a bit, which he attributed mostly to
the lagging economy. Now, business is
booming so much that he is struggling to
restock merchandise fast enough for cus-
tomers.

Gun sales are not only up but Medor is
also overseeing more online “transfers,”
when a person has purchased a gun over
the internet and is required by law to send
it to a licensed gun dealer for pick-up.

“Everything sky-rocketed after Nov. 4,”
said Medor, sitting behind a long brown caf-
eteria table at the Dulles Expo Center in
Chantilly. He was one of approximately 250

vendors at “The Nation’s Gun Show,” Nov.
21-23.

“That table was completely full when I
started,” said Medor on
the last afternoon of the
event. He pointed to an
area of his station where
only a handful of hand-
guns were on display.
That was all he had left
to sell, he said.

HELD IN Fairfax County
every two months, “The
Nation’s Gun Show” is the largest firearms
sale in the mid-Atlantic region. The event
has always been popular with dealers be-
cause it is well run and attracts wealthier
clientele than other gun shows, they said.

“This is the richest demographic for a gun
show on the east coast. The buyers tend to
be larger spenders because there is a higher
per capita income,” said Lonnie Maurer, a
vendor from Ohio that specializes in am-
munition.

Even with high expectations, most ven-
dors still cleared their sales by large mar-
gins and broke personal business records.
“The Nation’s Gun Show” is typically
Maurer’s most profitable event but he still
sold three times more ammunition than he

ever has before.
Another ammunition dealer, Jonathan

Krull of www.buyammo.com, was almost
out all of his merchandise
and had sold more
$100,000 worth by the
end of the weekend.

“We sold just about ev-
erything. Friday was a
record breaker. We sold
more on Friday than we
have ever done in a whole
weekend,” said Krull.

THE PROSPECT of an Obama presidency
and Democratic majority in the U.S. Con-
gress scares many gun enthusiasts, who said
Obama supported several gun control mea-
sures as an Illinois state senator.

“He had a horrible record on guns. He
supported every gun ban you can imagine,”
said Philip Van Cleave, president of the Vir-
ginia Citizens Defense League, a local gun
rights organization.

On his Web site, Obama states that he
“believes the second amendment creates an
individual right and he respects the consti-
tutional rights of Americans to bear arms.”

U.S. Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.), who many
consider a strong advocate for gun rights,

“Obama is hostile to
gun owners and we
are responding with
our wallets.”

— Chuck Nesby, Arlington

See Notebook,  Page 24

County Notebook

Schools Cuts
Could Limit
Public Access

Two services that facilitate transpar-
ency in Fairfax County Public Schools
are on the chopping block as the
school system tries to find cost sav-
ings in next year’s budget.

Fairfax County is trying to close a
projected $500 million hole in its over-
all budget next year and has asked its
school system, which receives over 50
percent of the county’s general fund
revenue, to brace for cuts.

Under scenarios in which the school
system would have to take reduction
of $123 million to $219 million, Su-
perintendent Jack Dale has proposed
eliminating the “public school pro-
files” from the school system’s Web site
and televised school board meetings.

The “schools profiles,” found at
www.fcps.edu, allow parents to com-
pare information on schools’ enroll-
ments, test scores, demographics,
staffing and safety. Televised school
board meetings give parents and ac-
tivists the opportunity to watch with-
out attending the meeting in person.

According to school system docu-
ments, parents and residents are able
to find the “school profiles” informa
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the second woman to be awarded
the Silver Star since World War II.

The video was followed by six sol-
diers stationed at Fort Belvoir who
related their experiences since join-
ing the U.S. Army. Each put their mili-
tary service into the perspective of
personal service to the nation and the
civil community, the one that now
surrounds Fort Belvoir and the ones
they expect to become part of after
their military enlistments.

As noted by Maj. General Richard
Rowe, commanding general, Wash-
ington Military District, “Fort Belvoir
is much more than a military base. It
is a community.”

Fort Belvoir is the largest employer
in Fairfax County, with 23,000 fed-
eral employees and service members,
and home to more than 3,500 family
members.

BRAC will add another 19,300 per-
sonnel triggering an estimated $4 bil-
lion construction and infrastructure
building boom.

But, “It’s not just BRAC that is mov-
ing the post into the forefront of the
military’s installation framework but
other defense-related expansion as
well,” according to Blixt. It is things
such as the 450-person Warrior Tran-
sition Unit, the National Museum of

the U.S. Army, and the various infra-
structure improvements within the
base and surrounding communities
that is transforming it into the new
century’s showpiece.

“We have three basic priorities —

Belvoir’s Community Outreach: BRAC and Beyond

Beyond BRAC
In addition to the BRAC projects, there are

approximately 30 to 40 other projects under
way at Fort Belvoir that relate to Base improve-
ments as well as project that directly impact
the surrounding communities. Some of the
latter include:

❖ A new state-of-the-art Emergency Service
Center with fire and police assets to support
NGA, main post, and mutual assistance re-
gional agreements.

❖ Construction of the Woodlawn Road re-
placement artery known as Mulligan Road to
connect Route 1 and Telegraph Road.

❖ Gunston Road, the major artery on post,
will be expanded to four lanes, including the
expansion of the bridge over Rt.1, with the po-
tential of accepting future widening of Rt.1.

❖ Pohick Road, the post’s main artery for

visitors and employees, will be expanded to
four lanes from Rt. 1 to Gunston Road. Pohick
Road will be initial project followed by im-
provements to Belvoir Road, according to
Moffatt.

❖ Construction of a new 37,000-sq.-ft. state-
of-the-art child development/education center
for 338 children of service members and eli-
gible federal employees.

❖ A new, fully equipped fire station that will
support the main post and Ft. Belvoir regional
mutual aid agreements.

In total an expenditure of approximately $80
million is forecast for base infrastructure im-
provements. These projects encompass not
only transportation arteries but also water and
sewer lines and upgrades to electrical facilities
and lines.

force protection, personnel, and infrastruc-
ture improvement. We want to make you
feel you are on the best base in the Army
when you visit here,” Blixt told the break-
fast audience.

WITH THAT Col. Mark Moffatt, deputy
installation commander for BRAC, Fort
Belvoir, walked the group through a series
of activities now under way or planned to
meet the Sept. 15, 2011 BRAC completion
deadline. “If you think we’ve done a lot so
far wait until you come to this breakfast next
year,” Moffatt said.

“BRAC will bring a net gain of 19,300
personnel to Fort Belvoir. This will be in
addition to the present post personnel
complement of 23,000,” he said.

New personnel will be located at the
main post, 3,400; Engineering Proving
Grounds (EPG) in the Springfield area,

8,500, the new home of the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency; and at the
Mark Center in Alexandria, 6,400, the new
home of a composite of agencies known
as The Washington Headquarters Services
and BRAC 133.

Another 1,000 personnel will be relocated
to Rivanna Station, an existing appendage
of Fort Belvoir just north of Charlottesville,
Va. The latter group is composed of Defense
Intelligence Agency personnel and intelli-
gence analysis functions from the National
Capital Region and Bolling Air Force Base.

There are 2,140 personnel leaving Fort
Belvoir as a result of BRAC. The majority of
that group, 1,440 personnel of the Army
Materiel Command, were transferred to
Belvoir following the attacks of Sept. 11,
2001 from what is now known as Victory
Center on Eisenhower Avenue in Alexan-
dria. They will be relocated to Red Stone
Arsenal in Alabama. The other 700 are
spread over four additional agencies, ac-
cording to Moffatt.

ADDRESSING THE NEW $1.77 billion

NGA facility, now rising at the EPG, Moffatt
said, “This facility is moving at a very fast
pace.” Building construction is now eight
percent complete.

The other main post facility “moving at a
very fast pace” is the new DeWitt Army
Community Hospital. This expanded 120-
bed facility is scheduled for completion in
August 2010. The first patients are expected
in April 2011, according to Moffatt.

A critical community element of the BRAC
realignment is completion of the last link
of the Fairfax County Parkway, on the edge
of the EPG. “Construction of this last link
will be completed in four phases. But, right
now, money wise, we are short of what is
required to finish this entire project,” he
said.

“This road must be completed by the time
the 8,500 personnel of NGA arrive at their
new headquarters,” Moffatt told the audi-
ence. A groundbreaking ceremony was held
on Oct. 31 to mark the commencement of
this joint effort of the U.S. Army, Virginia
Department of Transportation and Federal
Highway Administration.

Brig. Gen. Dennis Rogers (left), National Capital District Director, joins
Ft. Belvoir Installation Commander Col. Jerry Blixt, in outlining the
base’s increased importance to the region as a result of BRAC.

Nat Wilson, board chair,
Mt.Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-
merce, expresses the Chamber’s
gratitude to Ft. Belvoir Installation
Commander Col. Jerry Blixt for
keeping the community informed
as to changes occurring at the Post
as a result of BRAC.

State Del.
Mark Sickles
(D-43), left,
joins Lee
District Su-
pervisor
Jeffrey McKay
at the annual
Ft. Belvoir
Community
Relations
Breakfast.

“If you think we’ve done
a lot so far, wait until you
come to this breakfast
next year.”

— Col. Mark Moffatt,
deputy installation commander,

BRAC
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

Emerging from the Shadows
Area boy’s basketball
teams must find
newcomers to fill void
of departed stars.

Mt. Vernon at a Glance
Coach: Alfonso Smith
Player to Watch: Skylar Jones, junior
Last Season: 16-9 overall, 12-3 National

District
First Game: Dec. 2 against South

County

W. Potomac at a Glance
Coach: David Houston III
Player to Watch: Martez Redfirm, jun-

ior
Last Season: 14-12 overall, 7-10 Patriot

District
First Game: Dec. 2 at Washington-Lee

West Potomac will rely on youngsters like sophomore Daryl Copeland to
help deal with the loss of a seven-member senior class from last season.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

W
hen it comes to now-gradu-
ated star guard Marquel De-
Lancey, Mount Vernon
coach Alfonso Smith is be-

ing realistic. He knows a single player won’t
just step up and fill the void left by last year’s
National District Player of the Year, who is
now at Old Dominion.

But Smith also understands that if his
Majors sit around and lust for the 19 points
and four assists per game that De Lancey
took with him, no good will come of it. Still,
replacing De Lancey is at the top of the to
do list for a Mount Vernon team looking to
exact revenge after being upset by Yorktown
in the National District tournament final for
the second-consecutive season.

“It’s great for the program as a whole, but
it’s certainly a loss that you feel,” Smith said
of De Lancey. “These guys have the chal-
lenge that Marquel left his legacy and now
these guys have the chance to step up and
create one of their own.”

One player who Smith has foremost on
his mind is junior Skylar Jones, the team’s
leading rebounder from last season. Always
a tantalizing talent, Jones suffered through
a devastating knee injury his freshman sea-
son, but bounced back with a solid sopho-
more season a year ago. Now, the coach
thinks Jones is on the brink of something
special.

“I think he’s going to turn a lot of heads
this year,” said Smith. “He’s going to come
out of Marquel’s shadow.”

But it won’t be just Jones that will have
to shoulder all the scoring burden this sea-
son. The Majors also return point guard

Robert Smith, a back-up behind De Lancey
last season, who will be the primary ball
handler running the show for the Majors.

Second-team all district forward Robert
Coleman also is back, along with guard
Jesse Canate, a player Smith singled out as
having made significant improvements to
his game over the off season.

Six-foot-four senior Kyle Ricks should add
some bulk in the interior, a weakness last
year for the fast-paced Majors. Ricks did not
play on the team last season.

Still, though, the specter of De Lancey
remains, and it is up to the current crop of
Mount Vernon stars to prove they can fill
the void. In terms of talent, there’s no ques-
tion the Majors can do it. But talent doesn’t
guarantee championships.

“You hope that taste of hunger is still there
and I believe that it is, I’m confident that it
is,” said Smith. “But there’s nobody in the
district that you can take lightly, so we’re
really going to have to work.”

WEST POTOMAC coach David Houston
III knows replacing experience can be diffi-
cult, but the prospect of a high scoring, al-
beit less seasoned team this year has him
excited about what could be when it’s all
said and done in the Patriot District.

That also means not necessarily follow-
ing the same script of last year’s senior-

laden team, which started the season slow,
ended the regular season as hot as any team
in the region, and then fizzled once it faced
Langley in the first round of the regional
playoffs.

“The goal is to take the baby steps through
the end of the year,” Houston said of his
current squad featuring just two seniors.
“This year’s team needs to just build every
day and when the playoffs come, be at the
highest level we can play and ride that

through the playoffs.
In his fifth season at the helm, Houston

may just have his most athletic team despite
losing seven players to graduation. And while
they are young, the Wolverines will depend
on veterans like junior point guard Shawn
Lee, junior wing Martez Redfirm, and senior
Will Kreger to carry them through the early
portions of their schedule as a team chock
full of youngsters gets acquainted to compe-
tition at the varsity level.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
R

o
b
b
i
e
 
H

a
m

m
e
r
/
T

h
e
 
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

On Saturday, Nov. 15, black belt tests were held
at Viet Le’s World Karate School, located in the
Sacramento Shopping Center at on Route 1.
The following individuals passed a  series of
tests in punching, kicking, forms, sparring, and
breaking for their first, second, or third degree
black belts: First Degree -Christian Escobar,
Anavinh Samreth, K. Patrick Perando, Brian
Williams, Loyd Coonrod, Joshua S. Wood,
Joshua Rios, Phoenix Reeder, Julia Le, Shaine
N. Ryan, Christina Ryan, Patrick Rowland,
Tommy Reichelt, and Sokhom Samreth, and
Deirdre Le; Second Degree - Brandon Le, Nicole
Le, and Richard D. Dobson; Third Degree - John
Pringle. Viet Le, Thomas Lucas, and Keith Jones
conducted the tests.

18 Earn Black Belts
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Record Sales at Gun Show
also tried to guarantee that Obama would not

clamp down on an individual’s right to bear arms.
During the presidential campaign, Webb made

appearances with Obama in which he assured the
crowd that the now President-elect would not imple-
ment overbearing gun control laws. The senator also
recorded a least one political advertisement for the
radio that drove home the same point.

FEAR OF WHAT restrictions might be coming has
led to an increase gun and ammunition sales, par-
ticularly over the past month. Annette Eliot, one of
“The Nation’s Gun Show” promoters, estimated
about 15,000 people attended the show last week-
end, nearly 50 percent more than normally show
up.

“Obama is the most anti-gun president we have
ever had in history and people are afraid,” said Eliot
of the high attendance. “About two weeks before the
election, sales started really picking up and [National
Rifle Association] memberships are up.”

During the weekend show, some vendors ran out
of the background check forms people fill out when
purchasing a gun, a shortage Elliot, who has been
involved in gun show promotion for three decades,
had never seen before. Several dealers have been
unable to get more guns and ammunition to sell
because of the high demand, she said.

“Manufacturers are running out of certain items.
Vendors are telling me that they have only been able
to get one or two guns when they can normally get
20. I had one guy who sold out of guns on Friday
night right after the show opened,” she said.

SEVERAL gun rights activists expect Obama to try
to revive the “assault weapons ban” that passed dur-
ing President Bill Clinton’s term in office.

The law prohibited the sale of certain semi-auto-
matic rifles to civilians and  limited ammunition feed-
ing devices, known as “magazines,” to 10 rounds.

These products became legal once again when the
ban expired in the 2004, but were in particularly
high demand at the gun show.

“The high capacity magazines and guns that go
with them, you can’t even get them anymore. You
have an especially hard time finding anything that
was banned,” said Medor.

With his eyes glued to the computer screen, Medor,
like several other gun dealers, hoped to find a supplier

online who still had “military style” rifles available.
But none of the gun manufacturers appeared to

have a single “AR-15,” a semi-automatic rifle that
resembles the fully automatic “M-16” used by the U.S.
military. One supplier told Medor that there was a
six to 12-month backlog on that type of gun.

“Everyone wants to buy one before they are told
they can’t,” he said.

Some local gun enthusiasts are freely admitting to
hoarding firearms and supplies because of the un-
certainty.

“Obama is hostile to gun owners and we are re-
sponding with our wallets. I am going to buy as many
guns as I can at the Dulles gun show,” said Chuck
Nesby, an Arlington resident and Virginia Citizens
Defense League member.

NESBY AND OTHERS admitted that the incoming
Democratic administration might not be the only rea-
son people are buying guns in greater numbers.

Nesby said he is also worried about the deteriora-
tion of the economy, rising unemployment and what
they could do to the crime rate.

“People are aiming to protect themselves,” he said.
“Gun sales typically increase when there is a down-

turn in the economy. People are fearful they are go-
ing to get robbed or their car is going to get stolen,”
said Eliot.

Several dealers packed up and left “The
Nation’s Gun Show” at the Dulles Expo
Center before its final day Nov. 23 because
they had already sold out of merchandise.

From Page 21

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
J
u
l
i
a
 
O

’D
o

n
o

g
h
u
e
/
T

h
e
 
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

The County Line

tion on the Virginia Department of Education’s
Web site, albeit in a less organized fashion. Cutting
the program would save $389,853 next year, accord-
ing to school budget documents.

If the school system ceases to televise its meet-
ings, officials could save an additional $30,800.

— Julia O’Donoghue

No New Trailers to Ease
Enrollment Increases?

Fairfax County Public Schools has proposed cut-
ting $250,000 of its $3.75 million in “temporary
classroom funding” for next year, in spite of the fact
that school officials expect to gain as many as 5,000
additional students before the fall of 2009.

Reducing money for the purchase of temporary

From Page 21

County Notebook

classrooms, otherwise known as trailers and
modulars, is a bit risky given the enrollment projec-
tions. But the schools chief operating officer Dean
Tistadt said the school system already owns trailers
it is not currently using.

“We haven’t bought many trailers in quite some
time. Some schools with trailers don’t really need
them,” said Tistadt.

The official said proposals to increase class size will
also help mitigate enrollment increases, since some
existing classrooms should become available as the
number of classes becomes fewer in number.

The main impact of the cut would be on the qual-
ity of trailers schools would be receiving. Most schools
like work with multi-classroom modulars that come
with two to four instructional spaces. Tistadt will not
be able to purchase those types of classrooms next
year if the cuts goes through, he said.

— Julia O’Donoghue
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

COMMERCIAL CARPET 
CLEANING TECH,  P/T

15-20 hrs/wk.  Evenings/weekends.  Exp 
pref’d but not req’d.  Must be US citizen, 
good driving record, able to pass criminal 
background check.  Spanish a plus.  Fax 
resume to 703-288-4921 or email 
pmcguiney@freedomflooringinc.com

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MAIL CLERK
Episcopal High School, located in Northern 
Virginia, is seeking a part-time post office 
clerk to provide backup support to the Post 
Office Supervisor.  The post office clerk, un-
der the direction of the post office supervisor, 
is responsible for assisting with sorting and 
distributing all incoming mail and packages 
to students and staff, assisting with the prepa-
ration of outgoing letters and/or packages, 
and maintaining the student bank accounts 
utilizing ODIN Software. This position is a 
Monday through Friday position, 10:30 AM 
– 4:00 PM, without benefits.  We offer free 
meals when school is in session. Interested 
candidates should send a cover letter and re-
sume tomlm@episcopalhighschool.org or fax 
to 703-933-3019, attention Melissa Martinez. 
No phone inquiries or walk-ins.  E.E.O.

MEDICAL BILLING/ 
FRONT DESK

ALEX/ARL.  P/T, 3-4 days.  Private 
medical office needs very reliable and 
prof indiv with strong  billing exp.  Good 
salary, great office.  Call: 301-469-7211.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

NURSE PRACTITIONER  OR  PA
Experienced in Diabetes for busy 

Endocrine Practice, Mount Vernon, 
Alexandria area.  Full Time.

Please fax resume to 703-360-0263
or call Diann Weaver 703-360-8383

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS
Position Avail. for Full-time Preschool 
teacher at Alexandria Center. Bachelors 
Degree.    At  least   2   years  experience 
required. Competitive Salary & Med 
Benefits. Earned Leave & All Federal 
Holidays Off, Paid Annual Training, 
401K. Fax Resume 703-425-2703 or 
Email Resume: jobs@achildsplaceinc.com 

EOE

WE WANT YOU!
Toys “R” Us

The World’s Largest Specialty Toy Retailer Is
Now Hiring For The Following Positions In Our
Alexandria, Va Store:

• Positions Include,

• Overnight Stockers,

• Cashiers,

• Sales-floor,

• And Guest Service Team Members.

We Are Looking For Individuals Who Are
Committed To Providing Outstanding Service To
Our Guests. If You Are Dependable And Ready
To Take On Responsibility, We’ll Teach You The
Rest.  We Offer A Flexible Schedule, Along With
An Associate Discount. If This Sounds Exciting
To You Please Apply On-line At:

Www.ruscareers.com
EOE

RECEPTIONIST
Episcopal High School in Alexandria, VA, 
is seeking a full-time receptionist.  This is a 
12-month position which includes a full ben-
efits package.  Responsibilities include an-
swering a multi-line telephone, greeting 
walk-in guests, and providing back-up sup-
port for the Administrative Assistant to the 
Headmaster.  The ideal candidate is a pro-
fessional with a minimum of five years ex-
perience in an office setting.  Computer and 
customer service skills are a must.  Interest-
ed candidates should send a cover letter and 
resume to mlm@episcopalhighschool.org or 
fax to 703-933-3019, attention Melissa Mar-
tinez. No phone inquiries or walk-ins. 
E.E.O.

SALES REP - EARN $48K
Exclusive Territory

Will Train
800-517-6989

Technicians

Looking for self motivated, FT employ-
ees for Northern VA area company. No 
exp. required, will provide on the job 
training. Good pay, full benefits. D/L re-
quired and CDL a plus. Call 800-248-
8733, ext 4435 for more information.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Lic. #7363

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL Residential & Commercial

ASPHALT ASPHALT

A Unique
Detailed & Orderly
Cleaning Service

20 yrs. exp.
Lic. Bonded, Ins.

Res. & Comm.• Reliable • Exc. Refs. available

703-960-4671

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

Painting
Drywall • Wallpaper

Exc. Refs., Quality Service, Neatness,
Interior & Exterior, Resid. & Comm.

571-259-9348
703-960-4671

Designs & Murals available

PAINTING PAINTING

Professional Service
and Quality Workmanship

JAMES R. CAMPBELL
Painting Contractor

Since
1977

Other Services:
• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper Removal
• Water Damage

• Drywall/Plaster Repairs
• Stain and Sealing
• Power Washing
• Rotten Wood Replacement

540-894-5004Free
Estimates

Owner
Operated

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

LEAF
REMOVAL
GUTTER

CLEANING

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

FALL
CLEAN-UP

The
PLANTSMAN
Maintenance, Planting,

Design
18 Yrs., Hort. Certified

703.329.1908
Free Estimates

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

WALLPAPERING

DAVE’S
PAPERHANGING
✓Wallpaper Hanging

✓Removal

✓Repair

✓Interior Painting

703-339-0755
WWW.NVADB.COM

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED 2009 BUDGET

Fairfax County Water Authority (Fairfax Water) is proposing a $150.0
million budget for calendar year 2009.

On Thursday, December 11, 2008, Fairfax Water will conduct a public
hearing on its proposed 2009 Budget in its offices at 8570 Executive Park
Avenue, Fairfax.  The public hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m.  A copy of
the proposed budget can be viewed on our website at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org/.  Those wishing to speak at this hearing or
desiring a copy of the proposed budget should call Ms. Eva Catlin at 703-
289-6017.

Revenues are expected to be $150.0 million in 2009.  Water sales are
expected to provide $125.1 million.  Approximately $24.9 million is
expected from connection charges, investment income and other sources.

The major areas of operation and maintenance expense are:

-- $1,000s --
Category 2008 2009
Personal Services & Employee Benefits $40,719 $42,788
Power and Utilities 11,015 13,191
Chemicals 9,288 10,625
Fuel 989 1,028
Postage 419 449
Insurance 1,254 1,289
Supplies and Materials 3,492 3,694
Contractual Services 6,109 6,797
Professional Services 1,321 1,364
Other 1,964 1,981
Sub-Total 76,570 83,206
Transfer to Improvement Fund (8,574) (8,667)
Total $67,996 $74,539

Net revenues are expected to be appropriated as follows:
Debt Payment $37,687,000
Improvement Fund $11,000,000

General Fund $25,710,000

NOTICE OF WATER RATE
PUBLIC HEARING

At 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 11, 2008, Fairfax Water will con-
duct a public hearing on its proposed Schedule of Rates, Fees and
Charges.  The hearing will be held in Fairfax Water’s offices at 8570
Executive Park Avenue, Fairfax, VA.

The proposed changes, to be effective April 1, 2009, include the
following:

1. An increase in the availability charge from $3,850 to $3,950†.
2. An increase in the Local Facilities Charge from $6,400 to $7,600.
3. An increase in the Service Connection Charge from $800 to $850†.
4. An increase in the Account Charge from $28 to $29.
5. An increase in the Quarterly Billing Service Charge from

$6.25 to $7.05†.
6. An increase in the base Commodity Charge from $1.70 to $1.83

per 1,000 gallons of water.
7. An increase in the Peak Use Charge from $2.65 to $2.70 per 1,000

gallons of water.
8. An increase in the Turn Off/Turn On Charge from $40 to $42.
9. An increase in the Fees for Use of Fairfax Water Fire Hydrants to

include the increase in the Commodity Charge and the Peak Use
Charge.

10. An increase in the Sewer Use Meters Charge from $36 to $37
11. An increase in the Returned Payment Charge from $13 to $14.

A copy of the proposed changes can be viewed on our website at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org/rates/index.htm.  Those wishing to speak at
this hearing or desiring a copy of the proposed changes should call Ms.
Eva Catlin at 703-289-6017.

†Charges reflect fees associated with a standard 5/8” residential meter.
Changes in charges for larger residential and commercial meters are
reflected in the Proposed Schedule of Rates, Fees, and Charges.
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PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

29 Misc. for Sale

3 RE for Rent

Alex, Kingstowne, 
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 3 lvl, 
TH, with garage, 

behind Kingstowne 
Center,Like New! 

$2100 
301-537-6256

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 

and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 

an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.
34 Pets

4 gorgeous purebred 
Persian kittens

born September 18. 2 White, 
1 Blue with patches of cream, 
1 tabby-located in Reston Call 

703-471-8444 for photos or 
email l_cruz35@comcast.net

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995
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from
Alexandria ~ Mount Vernon Weichert
Alexandria ~  Belle View Weichert

Happy ThanksgivingHappy Thanksgiving

Louise Kraft

30th30th

Contact EMMA TUERK
703-360-7400
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Office
8301 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria, VA 22309

Contact PAUL KAPPEL
(703) 765-4000

Alexandria/Belle View Office
1612 Belle View Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22307


